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Words of thanks for the award of the Escherich Medal 
from the awardee Monika Hilker, Freie Universität Berlin

It was such a big surprise and overwhelming moment when I received the information about the Escherich 
Medal Award. I would like to express my deep gratefulness to the DGaaE Escherich Award Committee 
for considering me for this prestigious honour. I am so grateful to the entire DGaaE, which introduced 
me to entomology many years ago, to the entomological colleagues I had the pleasure to co-work with. 

which deeply touched me. 

I am also very grateful to the Freie Universität Berlin and especially the German Research Foundation 
(DFG), which supported our studies by many single projects, and during the last 10 years also by a 

Responses to Stress”. Here I also owe many thanks to all my colleagues in this CRC. 

Again, my sincere thanks to the DGaaE, but also to the International Society of Chemical Ecology. Two 
academic teachers introduced me to this latter society, and these have been Konrad Dettner at Universität 

DGaaE. I learnt so much from both, and both supported me in so many ways. Many, many thanks also 
to them. 

This award is not just an award for me. I never could have done the entomological research during 
the last decades without all the wonderful Bachelor, Master, Diploma, PhD students and Postdocs in 

and molecular ecology. Many thanks for this! 

moments, the support by family and friends is so important. Therefore, I am also very grateful to my 
husband, to friends and family, whose down-to-earthness could always put solid ground back under my feet. 

Finally, what would our entomological research be without our insects, and what would mine have 

pathogens, predators, parasitoids and the enormous abilities of plants to defend themselves against eggs 

egg protection and plant responses to insect eggs await further research. Let us continue to explore these 
fascinating questions about plant – insect (egg) interactions! 

The President of the DGaaE, PD Dr. Jürgen Gross 
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